
If the baby mammal is 
injured or you are unable 
to put it back in its nest or 
den: 

Place the baby in a loosely 
covered container (so it 
can breathe) with a soft 
blanket or towel (loop-
free, so its toes or limbs 
don’t get caught.)  

Keep in a warm, quiet, 
dark place until you can 
get it to a rehabber. 

Peace River Wildlife Center 
Punta Gorda, FL 

941-637-3830

Wildlife Center of Venice 
Venice, FL 

941-484-9657

Charlotte County Animal 
Control 

941-833-5690

Florida Fish and Wildlife 

888-404-3922

I found a baby mammal… 

 now what? 

Many baby mammals 
spend time alone while 
mom is looking for food or 
leading predators away 
from the nest or den. 

A baby’s best chance at a 
healthy life is with mom. 
“Kidnapping” it, even with 
the best intentions, can be 
harmful. 

Follow the flowchart 
inside to determine what 
to do next. 



I Found a Baby Mammal 
Now What?

Is baby animal hurt or sick
(bleeding, shivering, vomiting;
was attacked by cat/dog?)

Can you find the nest or den?
Is it intact?

No

Yes

Call a wildlife rehabilitator.

To Find a wildlife 
rehabilitator in your area,

contact

•Your state wildlife agency
•Humane Society
•Audubon Society
•Local animal control officer
•Veterinarian (wildlife/exotic)
•Coast Guard or Marine Patrol
•US Fish & Wildlife Service
•Wildlife Rehab Info Directory:
• (WildlifeRehabInfo.org) 

Unable to reach a wildlife rehabilitator?
Call your state wildlife agency or a wildlife 
Veterinarian.

If you are unable to reach a rehabilitator or 
agency, please keep the animal in a warm, 
dark place until you are able to transport it 
to a facility.

NoYes

Place baby in 
shallow box close to 
where it was found. 
Keep it warm but out of 
sun.

Place baby in 
nest/den.

Watch for mother for 
4-6 hours.
Stay completely out of sight.
Mothers won’t return if any
people or pets are present.

Did the Mother return?

NoYes

Call a wildlife
rehabilitator.

Leave the area.
Baby is OK.

If you find baby bunnies:

•If their nest has been damaged it can be repaired. Look
for a shallow depression lined with grass/fur. Place babies
in nest with light layers at grass to hide them. Pour a thin
line of baking flour around the nest or place a few small 
pieces of colored string/yarn over the nest. Leave the 
area, or the mother won’t return. (Mothers return only at 
•dawn & dusk.) Check the nest the next day to see if there
are footprints from the mother in the flour or if the string/
yarn has been disturbed. If the mother returned, the
babies are ok. If there are no signs the mother returned,
call a wildlife rehabilitator.

l 

•If you find healthy bunnies that are 4-5 inches long, able
to hop, with eyes open and ears up, they do not need
help. They are able to survive on their own. Leave them
alone. 

A baby’s 
best chance 
for survival 

is its mother

Peace River Wildlife Center
3400 Ponce de Leon Pkwy
Punta Gorda, Florida 33950

941-637-3830 - peaceriverwildlife@yahoo.com
peaceriverwildlifecenter.org
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